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Dear drof essor Lederberg, 

many thanks for your letter of October 22, and for the copy of your 

comment on my paper.I&cuse me for my delay to answer to your letter, 

but I was diseased during the last weeks. 

During the last two years,1 have continued to study on the problem 

of the bacterial transformatlor$es$ecialIy w~tn regara to Staphylo- 

coccl.Some modiricatrtii;t3 of the enzymatic activltles we&-t! r)di;atiliea 

aroo in Staphylococcus,but it is quite difr’icult to say if the modi- 

r’ications of transiormatlve nature are really “genetic IULabiUiio" 

or the result of a selection produced by nucleic ac1ds.I JOAII me: 

reprint of my further work on this prouie.,.,in which the term “mu- 

t8tLon’+“is ernployed,au ti;.; previous commnications,w~ cil b;ic. signi- 

0 ficatio6 ol’ ~ntransxormatl~~nH,as suggested oy BOIVAU. 

In thfra case DNA seemed also to be responsible of the obtained 

enzymattic modifications.Further research on this subject is in 

progresarparticularly with regard to the purity of the DNAaSe prep- 

arations. 

I have read with great interest that you have been able to obtain 

transformative changes in the enzymatic equipment of Salmonella and 

I shall be particularly glad to read the results of your studies more 

extensively. 

I shall write to Mrs.Witkin,as you have suggested. 

Thankin& you very much for your kindness, * am 

Hario U.Dianzani 


